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What does Ouderbetrokkenheid.nl do:
Facilitate parental participation at schools

Ouderbetrokkenheid.nl offers Amsterdam-based schools tailor-made support in establishing and developing forms of parental participation (through process management).



We are primarily involved in facilitation: the school itself remains responsible. The process facilitator forms a team within the school and, together with that team, determines which goals and results best fit the school, assessing issues such as: what is the current situation, in which direction does the school want to go, and how can this best be achieved?

The support on offer varies and can include everything from helping to develop a policy plan for parental participation and establishing specific activities, to preparing funding applications and gauging needs and wishes among parents. Finally, Ouderbetrokkenheid.nl also fulfills a coordinating role, acting as an intermediary between schools and other involved parties by for example, creating a pool of multilingual trainers/facilitators.

Why is parental participation important?
The concept of parental participation is gaining increasing interest. More and more schools are convinced that parental involvement can offer an important contribution to a healthy school environment, better synergy between the home and the school, and a successful journey through the education system.

Parental participation is also a hot topic in Amsterdam. The policy proposal of Jong Amsterdam  (Young Amsterdam) maintains that in 2008 there must be an active form of parental involvement in all Amsterdam schools. With the increasing interest in parental involvement comes a growing awareness that parents and schools need each other as partners in education and upbringing, and as joint stakeholders in schools and the daily school community. 

