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THE SWEDISH SCHOOL SYSTEM IN SHORT
Pre-school

Municipalities are obliged to provide pre-school or family day-care homes to children aged from one year and up

· when their parents are working or pursuing studies 

· when their parents are unemployed or on parental leave. A place is to be made available to each child for at least 3 hours a day or 15 hours a week. 
Pre-school is the collective name for 3 types of activity available to children who have not yet started school (the pre-school class or compulsory school):

· pre-school 

· family day-care homes 

· open pre-school 

Pre-schools are to help provide an environment that stimulates children's development and learning, and enable parents to combine parenthood with work or studies.

The pre-school class
All children are to be offered a place in a pre-school class starting in the autumn term of the year they turn 6, until they start compulsory school. Municipalities are required to take parents' wishes into account to a reasonable extent. Children are also to be offered a place as close to their home as possible.
The pre-school class is non-compulsory education designed to prepare children for compulsory school. It is to stimulate each child's development and learning, and provide a platform for their future schooling.

The pre-school class combines the pedagogical methods of the pre-school with those of compulsory school. An important objective is that the pre-school class, compulsory school and leisure-time centre are to be more closely linked. The activities are to be stimulated by the encounter between differing pedagogical traditions.
Compulsory school

Compulsory school is mandatory and free of charge. The attendance is compulsory for all children aged 7-16 and the school lasts for 9 school years. The age when children may start school is flexible: a child can start school as a 6, 7 or 8-year-old. Each school year consists of an autumn term and a spring term.
The same standard of education is to be provided throughout the country and is to provide a platform for further studies. 

"Compulsory schooling" includes compulsory comprehensive school, the Sami school, the school for the deaf and hearing-impaired and compulsory school for children with learning disabilities.
The organization 
The vast majority of schools in Sweden are municipally-run, which means that the municipality is the principal. Children usually attend a municipal school close to their homes. However, the pupils and their parents are entitled to choose another municipal school, or a school that is run independently.
Independent schools are open to all children and must have been approved by the National Agency for Education. Teaching in independent schools is to have more or less the same objectives as those of the municipal school, but can have an orientation that differs from that of the municipal schools. If the school does not comply with current regulations, the National Agency for Education can withdraw its permit. It is common for independent schools to have a different orientation from municipal schools, including special teaching methods (Montessori or Waldorf), a linguistic/ethnic orientation, or to be schools with a certain religious profile.

The rules that govern the school
· A national curriculum describes the school's value base and basic goals and guidelines. These are common to the compulsory comprehensive school, the Sami school, compulsory school for children with learning disabilities and the school for the deaf and hearing-impaired. 

· A national syllabus for each individual subject. 

· A national time schedule which states the minimum guaranteed time that pupils are entitled to teacher-led instruction in the various subjects. 

· A municipal school plan that shows how the municipality's schools are to be organized and developed. 

· A local work plan for each school, which is an adaptation of the contents of the national curriculum, the syllabi and the school plan to the organization, work methods and local circumstances of that school. 

Upper secondary education

All young people, age 16-20, who have finished their compulsory schooling, are entitled to three years of schooling at upper secondary level. Upper secondary education provides a platform of knowledge for further studies and for a future career. It comprises the regular upper secondary school and upper secondary school for young people with learning disabilities. Individuals older than 20 years can attend upper secondary adult education.

Upper secondary is a free, non-compulsory schooling. It consists of national programs, specially designed programs and individual programs, in total a number of 17 programs. Each program lasts for 3 years. 
Each program comprises:

· Eight core subjects - English, artistic activities, physical education and health, mathematics, natural science, social studies, Swedish or Swedish as a second language, and religious studies. 

· A number of program-specific subjects which are particular to the selected program. 

· A special project.

The vocationally-oriented programs include work-place training. 
The 17 national programs
The Child and Recreation Program 

The Natural Resource Use Program

The Natural Science Program

The Health Care Program

The Social Science Program

The Technology Program

The Construction Program

The Electricity Program

The Energy Program

The Arts Program

The Vehicle Program

The Business and Administration Program

The Handicraft Program

The Hotel and Restaurant Program

The Industry Program

The Food Program

The Media Program

The individual program

Pupils who do not have passing grades in Swedish or Swedish as a second language, mathematics and English are not qualified to apply for a national program. These pupils are instead offered the opportunity to study on an individual program. The primary objective of an individual program is to prepare the pupil for studies on a national or specially-designed program. 
The individual program includes a high number of immigrant students. About 42 percent of the students populating the program in the year 2007/08 had an immigrant background, in comparison with the general proportion of about 15 percent of immigrant students in upper secondary school.  
The rules that govern the school

All municipalities are legally required to provide upper secondary education to all pupils who have completed compulsory comprehensive school.

The Schools Act is adopted by the Swedish Riksdag (Parliament). It contains general regulations for all types of school and issues of pupils' right to an education.

The national curriculum is adopted by the government. The curriculum sets out the tasks and overall objectives of upper secondary as well as the values that are to form the basis of the teaching. The national curricula for upper secondary and adult education are divided into the following main areas:
· Knowledge 

· Standards and values 

· Pupil responsibility and influence 

· Choice of education 

· Assessment and grading 

· Responsibility of head teachers 
The Riksdag decides which programs and core subjects are to exist.

The government sets out the program goals of each national program at upper secondary. The program goals describe the purpose and objective of the course.

The National Agency for Education adopts syllabi. The syllabi set out the goals of the teaching of each individual subject and course.
Adult education

There are many types of adult education in Sweden, with a number of different principals. It can consist of anything from national or municipal adult education to employability courses, staff training or in-house training for those in work. Every municipality is obliged to provide basic adult education. 

Publicly-funded adult education includes:
· Municipal adult education, which consists of basic adult education, upper secondary adult education and post-secondary training courses. 

· Adult education for individuals with learning disabilities. 

· Swedish for Immigrants (SFI). 

Another type of adult education is the supplementary training courses, which are government-funded courses outwit the public education system.
Basic adult education is equivalent to 9-year compulsory school. It is part of what is known as Komvux (municipal adult education) and is to provide basic knowledge of society and a platform for future studies or a career. Basic adult education is free and non-compulsory schooling available to adults over the age of 20. It is for adults who lack the knowledge provided to children and young people at compulsory school. The education has its own syllabi with various subjects and courses. The core subjects are Swedish or Swedish as a second language, English, mathematics and social science. The course also includes other subjects. The study period varies depending on the prior knowledge and goals of the participant. The objectives of the teaching are as well determined by the individual's prior knowledge. When these objectives have been achieved, the course of education is over. The participant decides how fast the studies are to proceed. This means that the course can be combined with work or practical experience or with other types of schooling. 
The studies are to lead to a leaving certificate when the student has achieved at least a pass in the four core subjects: Swedish or Swedish as a second language, English, mathematics and social science. Other subjects, such as home economics and consumer studies, religious studies, history, geography, physics, chemistry and biology can also be included in the leaving certificate.
Swedish For Immigrants (SFI) is basic education for adults, registered in the population register, aged 16 and up, whose mother tongue is not Swedish. It is to provide knowledge of the Swedish language and Swedish society. Participants must not have any basic knowledge of Swedish. Studies in SFI are to be adapted to the needs of the individual, and the course is to be characterized by flexibility.

The syllabus enables the student to combine or integrate courses in SFI with studies in basic or upper secondary adult education, adult education for those with learning disabilities, practical experience, employment or other work. Every municipality is obliged to provide SFI to those adults who are entitled to it. The course can be arranged in different ways in the municipalities, but it is to be provided within three months of the participant having expressed an interest in it.
The aim of upper secondary adult education is to provide adults with skills and knowledge at the same level as upper secondary for young people. Municipalities are to provide upper secondary adult education to the extent that it is requested and needed. Each municipality is to provide information about the opportunity of upper secondary adult education, and encourage adults to take part. The syllabi and grading criteria in municipal adult education are the same as those in upper secondary for young people, with the exception of specialized sports. There may also be other courses, designed to meet individual needs. 

The education is provided in the form of courses. Courses in the various subjects usually build on each other. The core subjects are Swedish or Swedish as a second language, English, mathematics, natural science, religious studies and social science. The study plan is individual and is to be adapted to individual needs. This means that the participant determines the pace of study, the number of subjects and the combination of subjects. Many only study one or two courses.

Supplementary education programs are non-compulsory education programs provided outwith the public education system. These are vocational courses lasting from 200 hours up to 2-3 years, for young people and adults, and funded by the government. There are currently about 150 different educational providers who offer courses in, for example, art, dance, theatre, music, design and fashion. Other areas are handicrafts, media, flying, and fitness. Supplementary education programs do not provide any formal eligibility for further study, but can be seen as vocational courses or as courses that prepare for higher educational courses requiring skills in one or more of the above artistic fields.
Post-secondary training programs are a type of non-compulsory schooling for training or further training in a profession. Most programs last for 1-1½ years. The idea is that they are to lead to a new level within a profession, or a completely new profession.
There are 148 folk high schools - independent adult education colleges - in Sweden. Each folk high school decides independently what courses it provides, and freely designs its teaching. This means that courses can be quite different from each other.

There are several types of course: year-long courses, short courses, summer courses or distance courses. Long courses are of the following types:

1. General courses, which are an alternative to municipal adult education. They correspond to, and provide the same eligibility as, compulsory comprehensive school or upper secondary school.

2. Special courses can be oriented towards:

· specific areas of interest (such as music, art, the environment, international) 

· professions (such as youth recreation leader, treatment assistant, sign      language interpreter) 

· groups (e.g. people with various disabilities, immigrants) 
The folk high school is a type of schooling with a high degree of freedom and independence. Some framework is set out in the "Ordinance on government grants to adult education (1991:977 and 1998:973)" and the conditions and guidelines laid down by the Swedish National Council of Adult Education, regarding study assessment for example. Otherwise, each folk high school and its principals draw up their own goals for the school's work and are responsible for design and content.
Advanced vocational training (KY) is post-upper secondary education offering courses designed in consultation with employers to meet the manpower needs of the labor market, and are to lead to jobs. About a third of the training is workplace experience known as Learning in Work. Advanced vocational education and training is counted in credit points, where one week's full-time study corresponds to 1 credit point. An advanced vocational education or training course can be between 40 and 120 credit points. Most courses however last for 80 credit points (2 years).

Swedish universities and university colleges offer many single-subject courses and study programs - courses and programs divided into three levels:

· First level 

· Second level 

· Third level 

The length of a course or program is counted in higher education credits, where one week's full-time study is equivalent to 1.5 higher education credit. A full-time course lasting for one term gives 30 higher education credits. The same course studied at half-speed lasts for two terms. Courses are usually 30-90 higher education credits in length. Study program, which consist of a number of courses, are usually 120-330 higher education credits long. 

For more information about university education, contact the National Agency for Higher Education.
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